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Homework in the primary school – Students’ perception 
Mónica Lopes, Ana Paula Cardoso, Ana Margarida Cunha, Carla Lacerda, Anabela Novais  

 

Homework is one of the most widespread but controversial strategies used in the first school years. Students’ opinion and commitment to 

homework vary between them. Students’ perception of homework and how variables such as sex or perceived difficulties influence it were 
investigated in this work. For that, a descriptive, correlational, cross-sectional survey was performed on 282 primary school’s students of 

Viseu, Portugal. Data analysis shows that all students perform homework and their opinion about it is mostly favorable. Statistical analysis 

reveals an association between students’ feelings about homework, their decision to perform them, and the time spend on them. Associations 
between some of the variables were also observed with students’ sex. Male students like homework lesser and more frequently would decide 

not to perform it. On the other hand, female students reveal more difficulties on mathematic and usually have help doing homework. A 

cluster analysis revealed three types of students: a small group who does not like and does not understand the importance of homework but 
do not present difficulties, a group who likes homework and think they are important but have difficulties in its performance, and finally a 

group who likes homework and does not have performance’s difficulties. Recognition of these three types of students could help educators 

choosing different homework strategies for each group, for instance, altering the kind of homework requested or its difficulty.  
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