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.1 Introduction

Physalis is a Solanaceae family plant comprising about 120 wild species in tropical and subtropical regions. The genus
Physalis includes tens of different species, most of them wild. However, some species of Physalis have been domesti-
cated and are presently cultivated in a diversity of countries around the world, including Latin America (Brazil,
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ombia, Mexico), Asia (China, Japan), or Europe (Portugal, e.g.) (Oliveira et al., 2016).
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consumers (Fischer et al., 2014; Ramadan, 2011).
Colombia is reported as the leading world producer and supplies the entire European market, mainly Germany and
the Netherlands (Zhang & Tong, 2016). Nevertheless, in 2021 the top exporter of physalis was Canada, with an export
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